
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 11, 2021 

 
• Our Mission: Share Christ with the World. 
• Our Vision: A dynamic and joyful church where people experience God’s saving love. 
• This Week’s Value: Hunger that moves us to be servant to one another. 
 

FIRST READING: Amos 7:12-15 • SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14  
GOSPEL OF MARK: 6: 7-13 

 
Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits.  He instructed them to take nothing for the journey 
but a walking stick— no food, no sack, no money in their belts.  

They were, however, to wear sandals but not a second tunic.  
He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave.  

Whatever place does not welcome you or listen to you, leave there and shake the dust off 
your feet in testimony against them.”  So they went off and preached repentance.  

The Twelve drove out many demons, and they anointed with oil many who were sick and 
cured them. 

 
REFLECTION  

 
Our readings for the Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time are about being chosen and sent – 
and to serve. The prophet Amos was chosen by the Lord and sent to use his talents for the 
people of God. In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that we, too, are chosen The 
Gospel recounts the story of the sending of the Twelve. For what have I been chosen? To 
whom have I been sent? Who am I to serve? How am I to serve them? 
  
Jesus instructs His twelve apostles to begin their missionary work two by two. He 
encouraged them to take very little — a walking stick and sandals.  Imagine if Jesus 
approached you and asked the same. Live off the hospitality – and you will be fed through 
their joy when Christ comes into their lives.  
 
A key component of living out our call as Christian stewards is total surrender. It is trusting 
in God during our best moments and our hardest. And most especially when on mission.  
 
 

 



 
DISCUSSION 

 

1. Amos got the call to preach – though he is not a professional “prophet”. He 
does his best and stands up for it. How often do you feel you hear God’s word 
spoken in your life to do something out of your comfort zone?  

2. Jesus tells us to travel light. As you travel through life, to what extent do you 
tend to hoard or let go of stuff, materially or psychologically? 

3. The instructions in Mark’s gospel indicate the way of proceeding for the 
disciples whom Jesus sent out. Communication of the good news had to be by 
word of mouth and depended on missionaries with the heart and drive to serve.  
Many listeners could not read, and Jesus stressed not so much the message as 
the medium, i.e. the lifestyle. Then as now, people judged the message of Christ 
by the life and actions of the messengers more than by the words they spoke. Is 
that not true? What do you want people to say about you – and what do you 
want to work on? 

4. Jesus sent out his apostles, ordinary people, without any higher learning or 
study of theology. And yet, they succeeded. 

a. Do you feel prepared to live out your baptism call?  It is often said that our faith is 
underutilzed, that we test our faith so little – do you agree? 

b. What do you carry, in your hearts and  on your back, that limits your ability to serve? 
c. The Twelve were probably surprised when they saw how Jesus acted through them 

to bring people to repentance, to heal, and to cast out demons and more. Can you 
recall an incident when you were surprised at how God used you to touch 
someone’s life? 

d. Do you have a hunger to serve as a disciple of Christ? How do you satisfy that 
hunger? 

 

 

 

 


